Open Access

Journal of Vaccine Research
EDITORIAL

Perspective of Covid 19 Hesistancy
Nnodim John Kennedy*
Department of Medical Laboratory Science, Imo State University, Owerri, Imo State, Nigeria
Corresponding author: Nnodim John Kennedy, Department of Medical Laboratory Science, Imo State University, Owerri,
Imo State, Nigeria, Tel: +2348181366290, E-mail: johnkennedy23@yahoo.com
*

Citation: Nnodim John Kennedy (2022) Perspective of Covid 19 Hesistancy. J Vaccine Res 1: 104

ScholArena | www.scholarena.com

Volume 1 | Issue 1

2

J Vaccine Res

Introduction
Covid 19 vaccine hesitancy is when there is delay in acceptance or refusal of Covid 19 vaccine despite availability of the services.
Indeed, it is caused by complex and context specific varying across time, place and vaccines. However, it is influenced by factors
such as complacency, convenience, confidence and sociodemographic contexts [1].
Covid 19 vaccine hesitancy could be linked to misinformation and conspiracy theories which are oftentimes disseminated online,
including through social media such as WhatsApp, Facebook etc. Also, structural factors such as health inequalities, socioeconomic disadvantages, systemic racism, and barriers to access are key drivers of low confidence in vaccines and poor uptake [2].
It has been noted that confidence in the role of vaccines has the strongest association with vaccine uptake; but, confidence in the
necessity and value, safety, and effectiveness of vaccines fell in some countries recently [3]
The low confidence in covid-19 vaccines could be caused by misinformation, disinformation, rumors, and conspiracy theories, in
particular through social media. Also, lack of effective public health messages or targeted campaigns as well as barriers to access,
including vaccine delivery time, location, and cost related to socioeconomic inequalities and marginalization may be responsible
[4]
The vaccine hesitancy is complex, and therefore no single intervention can address this entirely, especially in the context of covid-19
where evidence for effective strategies to address it is currently highly limited. [2]
Today, there is great concerns about long term effects, side effects, and unknown future effects of covid 19 on health [1]
Lack of trust in the manufacturing and country of production of vaccines, vaccine technology, the pharmaceutical industry, government, and public health bodies have worsened the issue of covid 19 vaccine hesistancy. The belief in conspiracy theories such as
covid-19 not being real, or that vaccines modify DNA has really given boost to Covid 19 vaccine hesistancy [5]
The decision making around covid 19 vaccine hesistancy involves a complex mix of cultural, psychosocial, spiritual, political, and
cognitive factors [6]
Therefore, more research should be done to expose the grey areas in covid 19 vaccine to make more acceptable in the society [7-8]

ScholArena | www.scholarena.com

Volume 1 | Issue 1

J Vaccine Res

3

References
1. Latkin CA, Dayton L, Yi G, Konstantopoulos A, Boodram B (2021) Trust in a COVID-19 vaccine in the USA social-ecological
perspective. Soc. Sci. Med 270: 113684.
2. Dube E, Vivion M, MacDonald NE (2015) Vaccine hesitancy, vaccine refusal and the anti-vaccine movement: Influence, impact
and implications. Expert Rev. Vaccines 14: 99-117.
3. Trogen B, Caplan A (2021) Risk Compensation and COVID-19 Vaccines. Ann. Intern. Med. 2021
4. Wu Z, McGoogan JM (2020) Characteristics of and important lessons from the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) outbreak
in China: summary of a report of 72 314 cases from the Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention. JAMA 323: 1239-42.
5. Shen SC, Dubey V (2019) Addressing vaccine hesitancy: Clinical guidance for primary care physicians working with parents. Can.
Fam. Physician 65: 175-81.
6. Jarrett C, Wilson R, O’Leary M, Eckersberger E, Larson HJ (2015) SAGE Working Group on Vaccine Hesitancy Strategies for addressing vaccine hesitancy - A systematic review. Vaccine 33: 4180-90.
7. Arede M, Bravo-Araya M, Bouchard E, Singh Gill G, Plajer V, et al. (2018) Combating Vaccine Hesitancy: Teaching the Next Generation to Navigate Through the Post Truth Era. Front. Public Health 6: 381.
8. Lazarus JV, Ratzan SC, Palayew A, Gostin LO, Larson HJ, et al. (2021) A global survey of potential acceptance of a COVID-19
vaccine. Nat. Med 27: 225-8.

ScholArena | www.scholarena.com

Volume 1 | Issue 1

